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Biotech
firms urged
to leverage

on platform
technologles

By Azlan Abu Bakar
alan@nstp.comury

BIGTECHNOLOGY players have
been urged to leverage on platform
technologies to hasten commer-
cialisation and create a niche as a
tropical biotech hub.

Deputy Prinie Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Mohd Yassin said this
was Imporiant-to remain compet-
itive in'the regional marketplace:

“Biote¢hCorp, under its.techno-’
legy acquisition -programme, has.
invested -in platforin achnologies
for supercritical flu
nanotechiiology, - market:
selection:and micro-array: di:
gnostics,* he said. With all thesein
place, ¢ompanies ‘can jump-start: |
into commercialisation. w8

The comingrcialisation- of trop-
ical-based natural products. for
medicines, remediés, consumables
- and cosmetics must be escalate
globalscale manufacturing. :

“Our ‘abundance of non-fo d
tropical’ hiomass, harnessed as.
feedstack; ¢an generate szgmﬁcant

te ’ex;)(memlally as cata-,
lysts t6 domestic growth, he said.. -’

Muhy}ddm said: besides FDIs,
participation’of global industry’
leaders will add value to infrastrue-
ture development with new tech-
nologies, skills and knowledge en-
hancement for human capital.; .

“The ificreasing involvement of
investors and funders, particularly
from the private sector, would also
be one of the key success factors to
ensure’ the ‘growth: of theVbiotech-
nology industryis sustained.”

As Tarias. private investment is
concerned, he said total investment
made by ventire capitalists in the
biotechnology and life science in-
dusiry increased from 18 per cent
in 2008 to 25.2 per centlast year.

This represented RM150.5 mil-
lion of the RM597 million total in-
vestment made by venture capii-
alists in the year.

Muhyiddin also witnessed the
signing of two landmark agree-
ments between Holista Colltech Ltd
and Universiti Sains Malaysia to de-
velop halal ovine collagen.

Under the pact, Holista is build-
ing a RM8.5 million facility to pro-
duce up to one tonne of food-grade
collagen.

The gloha] food-grade collagen
market is estimated at RM4.5 bil-
lion annually.



